Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Thursday 17 April 2014
at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J Watson (Chairman), D Adamson, H Dalgleish-Brown, D Duffey,
E Fraser, C Hesmondhalgh, M Penson, F Roberts.
Apologies: None received
Cllr J Jackson
A minute’s silence was held in memory of the late Cllr Jim Jackson who passed
away on 21 March 2014 following a short illness.
C261 Police Report
PCSO Walker reported the latest crime figures. She advised that the concern
regarding heavy goods vehicles travelling through Thirsk Market Place had been
passed on to the traffic police and that 20 HGVs had been stopped going through
Thirsk. She also advised of an incident close to the Tesco roundabout where a
cyclist had been knocked off a bicycle and sustained injuries.
C262 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd’s apologies were submitted. No matters were reported.
(b) HDC
Cllr Adamson reported that an economic study of the area had been completed
which indicated that Hambleton appeared to be in a better position than many areas
and that the unemployment figure was very low at 5%.
Cllr Adamson noted that the trees adjacent to the town clock in the Market Place had
been removed by Hambleton District Council. Several members expressed concern
regarding the lack of consultation in this respect. Cllr Watson understood that the
trees had been removed for health and safety reasons and that there would now be
consultation prior to the redevelopment of the area. Cllr Penson stated that she had
been shocked to find the trees had been removed and felt that the reasons given by
HDC were not justified.
C263 Open Forum
Resolved: that standing orders be suspended.
Mrs Konieczny attended the meeting to complain about the difficulties faced by
wheelchair and pushchair users in negotiating the pavements around the Market
Place due to uneven surfaces. The Clerk stated that he would pass on the
comments to North Yorkshire County Council.
Mrs Konieczny was also concerned about flood risks and enquired if the Town
Council was aware of any plans for dredging the River Cod Beck. The Clerk advised
of the various issues discussed with an officer of the Environment Agency during a
walk along the riverside and that he would pass Mrs Konieczny’s concerns on to the
Environment Agency.
Resolved: that standing orders be reinstated.
C264 Minutes
C264(a) Town Council Meeting held on 17 March 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 17
March 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
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C264(b) Matters Arising
C223(b) Site of Cherry Tree on Stockton Road
The Clerk advised that the resident who had requested a replacement tree on
Stockton Road had agreed to contribute £25 towards the cost of stump grinding
works.
Resolved: that the offer be accepted.
C244(g) Bus Subsidy Reduction Implementation
Cllr Adamson advised that the new bus timetable had been published following the
removal/reduction of bus service subsidies and noted that the Sowerby – Norby 152
route would continue to operate.
C246 Finance
The Clerk advised that confirmation had been received from the bank authorising
Cllrs Adamson and Hesmondhalgh as new Town Council cheque signatories.
C256(g) Tour de France - Turn the County Yellow – Planting/Flowers
The Clerk advised that he had advised Thirsk in Bloom of the email regarding
planting in yellow to celebrate the Tour de France Grand Depart to Thirsk in Bloom.
C251(b) HDC – Cycle Racks
Cllr Adamson advised that he had discussed the provision of cycle racks with the
engineer at Hambleton District Council and that further cycle racks would be
provided as part of the ongoing improvements to the Market Place.
C265 Committee Minutes and Reports
C265(a) Planning Committees held on 17 March and 3 April 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 17 March and
3 April 2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C265(b) Central Areas Committee held on 21 March 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Central Areas Committee held on 21 March
2014. Cllr Fraser gave an update on the difficulties he had encountered regarding
the Aspire building. Cllr Watson requested Mr Stuart Minting to prepare an article for
publication in the press concerning the poor condition of the Aspire building and the
Town Council’s attempts to rectify the situation.
Resolved: that the minutes be received and noted.
C265(c) Greens and Open Areas Committee held on 27 March 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Greens and Open Areas Committee held
on 27 March 2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C266 Burial Board
The meeting was advised that further repairs were needed to the cemetery wall and
that two alternative quotations had been received. It was felt necessary to accept
the higher quotation for repairs using bricks as a very visible part of the cemetery
wall was affected
Resolved: that applications for memorials for Gwendalucy Mather and Roy
McCallum be approved.
C267 Correspondence/Items Raised
(a) Proposed Pedestrian Crossing - Front Street, Norby
The meeting received an email dated 25 March 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council advising that the proposed pedestrian crossing would be a zebra type
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crossing as opposed to a push button controlled crossing which had been
anticipated.
Resolved: that North Yorkshire County Council be requested to examine
whether a light controlled crossing could be installed at a different location on
Front Street, Norby.
(b) Urban Grass Cutting
The meeting received a letter dated 19 March 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council confirming the contribution to be paid towards grass cutting of highway
verges for 2014/15.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(c) Town Hall Room Hire
The meeting received a letter from Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall advising of an
increase in fees for room hire.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(d) Street Naming and Numbering – Former 52 St James Green
The meeting received a letter dated 21 March form Hambleton District Council
confirming the formal postal address of the above development as 1 – 8 Little Green
Mews, Piper Lane, Thirsk.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(e) Meadowfields Extra Care Housing Scheme
The meeting received a bulletin dated March 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council concerning the Meadowfields Extra Care Housing Scheme.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(f) Thirsk Cricket Club - Sponsorship of Cricket Match Ball
The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from Thirsk Cricket Club
requesting that the Town Council sponsor a cricket match ball during the 2014
cricket season.
Resolved: that the Town Council sponsors a cricket match ball during the 2014
cricket season in the sum of £30.
C268 Policy for CCTV Provision at Public Toilets
The Clerk circulated a draft policy document and Code of Practice with regard to the
proposed installation of CCTV at the public conveniences in Millgate.
Resolved: that the draft policy document and Code of Practice be examined by
members of the Public Convenience Committee prior to consideration at the
next Town Council meeting.
C269 Extraordinary Meeting
Resolved: that an extraordinary meeting of the Town Council be held on
Monday 23 June 2014 at 7.00 pm to consider the Annual Return for 2013/14.
C270 Finance
Resolved:
(a) that the accounts for payment as at 17 April 2014 be approved and cheques
signed;
(b) that the Balance Sheet for March 2014 be received and approved;
(c) that the Budget Report for March 2014 be received and approved.

3

C271 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Roberts advised that she had attended a recent YLCA meeting at which the
charging of business rates for public toilets had been discussed.
Cllr Duffey reported that he had attended a recent meeting of the Children’s Centre
steering group and that there had been a request to use Carrs Field and the
Millennium Green for children’s activities during the school holidays.
Cllr Dalgleish-Brown reported that there had been no meetings of Thirsk & District
Business Association during the previous two months.
Cllr Fraser advised that he would be attending the St George’s Day Parade on 26th
April.
Cllr Watson advised that she would be attending a parade by RAF Leeming in May.
C272 On-going Items
Nothing to update.
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
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Minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting held on Monday, 19 May 2014
at 7.00 pm at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J Watson (Chairman), D Adamson, H Dalgleish-Brown, D Duffey,
E Fraser, C Hesmondhalgh, F Roberts, A Robinson.
Apologies
No apologies were received.
1. Election of Chairman
Resolved: that Cllr J Watson be re-elected Chairman of Thirsk Town Council for 2014/15.
2. Election of Vice-Chairman
Resolved: that Cllr D Adamson be elected Vice-Chairman of Thirsk Town Council for
2014/15.
The Clerk read a letter of resignation received from Cllr Penson. Town Councillors noted the
hard work undertaken by Cllr Penson particularly concerning Millgate toilets.
Resolved: that a letter be written to Cllr Penson thanking her for her contribution as a
Town Councillor and requesting that she continue to carry out some duties as a volunteer.
3. Minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting held on 20 May 2013
Resolved: that the minutes be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
4. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
5. Committee Reports for the year ended 31 March 2014
The meeting received Committee reports.
Resolved: that the Committee reports for the year ended 31 March 2014 be received and
noted.
6. Representatives’ Reports for the year ended 31 March 2014
The meeting received representatives’ reports.
Resolved: that the representatives’ reports for the year ended 31 March 2014 be received
and noted.
7. Appointment of Committee Members for 2014/15
Resolved: that Councillors submit their committee selections to the Clerk.(Schedule A)
8. Appointment of Town Council Representatives for 2014/15
The meeting appointed representatives for 2014/15.
Resolved: that the schedule of representatives for 2014/15 be approved. (Schedule B)
Cllr Watson thanked all Town Councillors and Town Council staff for the support and work
undertaken during the year.
The meeting closed at 7.14 pm.

Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday, 19 May 2014
at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J Watson (Chairman), D Adamson, H Dalgleish-Brown, D Duffey,
E Fraser, C Hesmondhalgh, F Roberts, A Robinson.
Apologies: None.
C273 Police Report
No police representative was present.
C274 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd reported that County Councillor Tim Swales had been appointed as the
new Chairman Elect for North Yorkshire County Council.
Cllr Dadd reported that further additional funding had been secured for the highways
maintenance programme. He indicated that white lining on certain roads, including
the Town End mini roundabout, was due to be carried out within the next few weeks.
(b) HDC
Cllr Adamson reported that the new management structure and the new committee
system were now in place.
Following the removal of the trees in the Market Place, Cllr Dadd reported that an
informal working group had been set up to consider the redevelopment of the area.
He indicated that during the next few weeks the tree stumps would be removed,
some planting would be carried out by Thirsk in Bloom to make the area look more
attractive for the coming tourist season and that further meetings would be held so
that ideas could be developed for consultation.
C275 Open Forum
No members of the public were present.
C276 Minutes
C276(a) Town Council Meeting held on 17 April 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 17 April
2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, subject to
“at RAF Leeming” being substituted for “by RAF Leeming” in Minute No 271.
C276(b) Matters Arising
C223(b) Site of Cherry Tree on Stockton Road
The Clerk advised that the resident who had requested a replacement tree on
Stockton Road was happy to make a contribution towards the work.
C268 Policy for CCTV Provision at Public Toilets
The Clerk advised that some minor alterations had been made to the draft policy
document and this, together with the Code of Practice, was now ready for
submission to the Information Commissioner’s Office.
Resolved: that the policy document and Code of Practice governing the
installation of CCTV in public toilets be submitted to the Information
Commissioner’s Office.
C262 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
Cllr Hesmondhalgh stated that she had received many complaints concerning the
removal of the trees in the Market Place and hoped that the Leader of Hambleton
District Council was aware of the disappointment felt by many residents.
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C277 Committee Minutes and Reports
C277(a) Planning Committee held on 17 April 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 17 April 2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C277(b) Public Conveniences Committee held on 17 April 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Public Conveniences Committee held on 17
April 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C277(c) Central Areas Committee held on 1 May 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Central Areas Committee held on 1 May
2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C278 Burial Board
Cllr Adamson reported that the cemetery wall had been repaired.
Resolved: that the application for memorial for Koon Kiu Lau be approved.
C279 Correspondence/Items Raised
(a) Business Rates for Local Economic Growth
The meeting received an email dated 29 April 2014 from Steve Shaw, National CoOrdinator, Local Works concerning a proposal submitted to the government that a
percentage of business rates be paid direct to Parish and Town Councils for the
benefit of local economic growth..
Resolved: that the Town Council support the proposal.
(b) Proposed Pedestrian Crossing – Front Street, Norby
The meeting received an email dated 2 May 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council advising of the latest estimated cost of the proposed pedestrian crossing at
Front Street, Norby.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
(c) Street Naming and Numbering
The meeting received a letter dated 2 May 2014 from Hambleton District Council
advising of the formal postal address of a new property in Ingramgate.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(d) Millgate Bonfire
The Clerk reported that a number of emails had been received from the Barleys Yard
Residents Association regarding the bonfire held by the Rotary Club in November
last year. Problems had arisen as a result of the bonfire not burning out completely
due and the Residents Association had several concerns about future bonfires.
Resolved: that the Town Council write to the Rotary Club regarding the
concerns expressed by the Barleys Yard Residents Association.
(e) Urban Grass Cutting
The meeting received a letter dated 8 May 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council advising that with effect from April 2015 the authority would not cut or
contribute to the cutting of urban grass in parishes.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(f) Moorsbus
The meeting received an email dated 10 May 2014 from Thirsk Tourist
Information/Moors Buses regarding the possibility of seeking a small contribution
from parishes on the route. The Clerk advised that a letter had also been received
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from Sowerby Parish Council concerning the possibility of undertaking a joint
feasibility study into the provision of a replacement bus service linking Thirsk and
Sowerby more effectively with the railway station.
Resolved: that additional information be obtained regarding existing services,
passenger usage and cost implications.
(g) Traffic Order – Finkle Street, Thirsk
The meeting received details of a Traffic Order effective from 19 May from North
Yorkshire County Council.
Resolved: that the Traffic Order be noted.
(h) Traffic Order – Piper Lane, Thirsk
The meeting received details of a Traffic Order effective from 20 May from North
Yorkshire County Council.
Resolved: that the Traffic Order be noted.
(i) Yorkshire Local Councils Associations – Provision of Services Agreement
The Clerk advised that a Provision of Services Agreement had been received from
YLCA and that this was available for Town Councillors to view in the Town Council
office. The agreement documented and described the services YLCA provided to
member councils and the clerk considered that the service offerings were
acceptable.
Resolved: that YLCA be advised that the Town Council accepts the provision
of services agreement.
C280 Co-Option of Town Councillor
The Clerk read a letter received from Mr John Fisher who had applied to become a
Town Councillor.
Resolved: that Mr John Fisher be co-opted as a member of Thirsk Town
Council.
C281 Finance
Resolved:
(a) that the accounts for payment as at 19 May 2014 be approved and cheques
signed;
(b) that the Balance Sheet for April 2014 be received and approved;
C282 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Adamson reported that The Clock had received a further community award from
Thirsk Rotary Club. Cllr Watson requested that the Town Council write a letter to
congratulate The Clock on their success.
Cllr Dalgleish-Brown reported that she had been unable to attend the recent meeting
of Thirsk & District Business Association. Cllr Penson had submitted a report which
indicated that the meeting had been largely concerned with the Tour de France
Grand Depart.
Cllr Hesmondhalgh reported that the Community Care Association had recently held
an away day for its staff and trustees.
Cllr Watson reported that Hambleton District Council were proposing to replace
some rubbish bins in the Market Place and that the fingerpost sign would need to be
moved slightly closer to the interpretation board.
Cllr Roberts noted that there had been a significant increase in the number of A
boards in the Market Place.
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Resolved: that the Town Council write to North Yorkshire County Council and
Hambleton District Council concerning the proliferation of A boards in the
Market Place.

C283 On-Going Items
(a) Ethel Johnson Bequest Trust – Appointment of Trustee
Cllr Watson noted that a Trustee was still required.
(b) 800th Anniversary of the Magna Carta
Although no update was available, Cllr Fraser understood that the application for
Heritage Lottery funding had not been successful. The Clerk advised that he would
contact Mr David Tucker and request that the Town Council be kept informed of
progress/developments.
(c) Aspire Building
Cllr Watson thanked Mr S Minting for his recent newspaper article.

The meeting closed at 8.12 pm.

4

Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday 16 June 2014
at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J Watson (Chairman), D Adamson, H Dalgleish-Brown, D Duffey,
J.Fisher, C Hesmondhalgh, F Roberts.
Apologies: Cllr E Fraser (Alternative Engagement).
In Attendance: District/County Cllr G.Dadd.
C284 Police Report
No police representative was present.
C285 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Following the fire at Todds waste recycling plant on Monday, 9 June, Cllr Dadd noted
that various concerns had been expressed but that it was necessary to await the
outcome of the fire investigation report before any conclusions could be drawn.
The Clerk noted that local residents had raised concerns in this respect.
Cllr Dadd reported that there may be speculation in the press concerning financial
details in connection with the proposed incinerator plant at Allerton Park. However,
he stated that the final business/financial case would be outlined later in the year and
a decision would be taken at that time.
Cllr Roberts commented on the number of road signs left at the roadside following
completion of roadworks. Cllr Dadd stated that it was the responsibility of
contractors carrying out works to remove all signage and requested any member of
the public who was aware of signs left at the roadside to contact the area highways
office so that information could be passed on to contractors.
(b) HDC
Cllr Adamson reported that he had attended a recent training session where the
need for a greater number of bungalows to be built in future had been highlighted in
order to accommodate the increasing ageing population.
Cllr Dadd reported that he had recently visited Phase 1 of the Meadowfields extra
care housing scheme in Chapel Street and had been very impressed at the high
standard of the development.
C286 Open Forum
Resolved: that standing orders be suspended
Mr B.Ogleby stated that the recent fire at Todds recycling plant had caused a great
deal of concern to adjacent businesses and local residents. He pointed out that it
was only three years since the previous fire and many residents were concerned
about the possibility of toxic smoke, the potential danger to traffic, the suitability of
the site on Thirsk Industrial Estate, safety and well-being of local residents and the
risk of further fires in the future.
Mr Ogleby noted that only two members of the Town Council had been present at a
recent Planning Committee meeting. Cllr Watson advised that a member of the
committee had unfortunately been unable to attend the meeting and due to the
recent loss of several councillors the planning Committee membership had declined.
It was intended to seek additional members for the committee. It was also noted that
in the event of any major or controversial planning applications these would be
referred to the full Town Council meeting.
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Mr Ogleby requested further information regarding plans to redevelop the Market
Place following the removal of the trees. It was noted that the decision to remove the
trees had been taken at Hambleton District Council and that Thirsk Town Council
had not been involved in the matter. Cllr Dadd advised that the steering group set up
would outline ideas for the redevelopment of the Market Place and these would be
put out to public consultation. Ideas and suggestions received from the consultation
would then be submitted to Hambleton District Council. He added that the flower
tubs that had recently been planted were temporary, to make the area look attractive
for the summer prior to a longer term decision being made.
Resolved: that standing orders be reinstated.
C287 Minutes
C287(a) Town Council Meeting held on 19 May 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 19 May
2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
(b) Matters Arising
C268 Policy for CCTV Provision at Public Toilets
The Clerk advised that an order had been placed for the supply of a CCTV system to
be installed in Millgate Public Conveniences.
C279(f) Moorsbus
The Clerk reported that additional information regarding existing bus services,
passenger usage and cost implications in relation to the service to the railway station
had been sought but further details were still awaited. It was agreed that the matter
would be considered further once all relevant information had been received.
C279(d) Millgate Bonfire
The Clerk advised that Thirsk Rotary Club were planning to hold a fireworks event in
November this year on the Racecourse instead of a bonfire at Millgate and he had
informed the Barleys Yard Residents Association to this effect.
C283(b) 800th Anniversary of the Magna Carta
The Clerk advised that a detailed report had just been received from Mr David
Tucker concerning possible events to mark the 800th anniversary of the sealing of
the Magna Carta. In view of the amount of detail contained in the report it was
agreed that the matter be considered at the Extraordinary Meeting of the Town
Council to be held on Monday, 23 June 2014.
C283(c) Aspire Building
The Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to Camerons Brewery concerning the
dilapidated state of the Aspire Building and a message had been left on the office
answerphone earlier in the day. He hoped to make contact with the representative
from Camerons in the near future.
C288 Committee Minutes and Reports
C288(a) Planning Committee held on 22 May 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 22 May 2014.
Cllr Watson advised that following the loss of several Councillors the Planning
Committee’s numbers had declined. Cllr Fisher advised that he would be happy to
become a member of the committee.
Resolved:
(a) that the Minutes be received and noted;
(b) that Cllr Fisher be included as a member of the Planning Committee.
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C289 Burial Board
Cllr Adamson reported that further essential repairs had been carried out at
Cemetery Lodge. There were no applications for memorials.
C290 Correspondence/Items Raised
(a) Colne/Skipton Rail Line
The meeting received a letter dated 3 May 2014 from SELRAP (Skipton-East
Lancashire Rail Action Partnership) concerning a campaign to reinstate the
Colne/Skipton railway line.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(b) Speeding Concern: Topcliffe Road, Thirsk
The meeting received a letter dated 13 May 2014 from Hambleton & Richmondshire
Community Safety Partnership concerning a request by North Yorkshire Police for
the deployment of a speed measuring data logger.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(c) Tour de France Grand Depart
The meeting received a letter dated 19 May 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council advising of significant disruption to traffic movements in certain parts of the
county on Saturday, 5 July and Sunday, 6 July as a result of the Tour de France
Grand Depart.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(d) Thirsk8 Park
The meeting received a letter dated 10 June 2014 from Thirsk8 Park containing
details of the Park’s activities and running costs.
Resolved: that the Town Council make a donation of £100 to Thirsk8 Park.
(e) HDC Trees in Conservation Areas
The meeting received a letter dated 7 June 2014 from Mr David Tucker sent to the
Town and Parish Councils of Bedale, Easingwold, Northallerton, Sowerby, Stokesley
and Thirsk concerning the removal of trees in conservation areas by Hambleton
District Council and suggesting that the Councils should seek assurances from the
District Council with regard to procedures to be followed in respect of any tree owned
by the District Council in any conservation area. It was agreed that appropriate
procedures should be included with the response to the forthcoming formal
consultation from HDC.
Resolved: that proposed procedures in relation to trees in a conservation area
be included with the response to the consultation in respect of the Market
Place.
(f) River Report: River Cod Beck
The Clerk advised that the River Report for the River Cod Beck had been completed
in part and several recommendations had been put forward including the provision of
fencing in the Picnic Area. It was agreed that the Report be submitted to the next
Central Areas Committee and to the Greens and Open Areas Committee.
C291 Finance
Resolved:
(a) that the accounts for payment as at 16 June 2014 be approved and cheques
signed;
(b) that the Budget Report for May 2014 be received and approved.
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C292 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Roberts reported that the Inner Wheel had offered to contribute £1,000 to works
which would improve the disabled access to Thirsk & Sowerby Town Hall. It was
hoped that the work would be completed during the summer.
Cllr Hesmondhalgh advised that she had attended a recent meeting of the
Community Care Association where there had been discussion as to the amount of
funding provided by Hambleton District Council for the social car scheme.
Cllr Dalgleish-Brown reported that there had not been a meeting of Thirsk & District
Business Association since the last Town Council meeting.
Cllr Watson reported that the Royal British Legion band had recently held a garden
party and they had received sponsorship from Hays Travel.
Cllr Watson reported that she had been contacted by Ms Heather Limback, Chair of
Thirsk & District Churches Together, concerning proposals to commemorate the
outbreak of World War 1 on Monday, 4 August. There had been a request for the
Town Council to pay the cost of programmes for the evening events (approximately
£60) and for any Town Councillors to act as stewards on the evening of 4 August.
Cllr Watson stated that she would be welcoming guests at the evening service and
Cllr Hesmondhalgh agreed to act as a steward.
Resolved: that the Town Council pay for programmes for the events on the
evening of Monday, 4 August.
C293 On-Going Items
Nothing noted.
The meeting closed at 8.22 pm.
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Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday 21 July 2014 at
Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J Watson (Chairman), D Adamson, H Dalgleish-Brown, D Duffey,
E Fraser, J Fisher, C Hesmondhalgh, F Roberts.
Apologies: Cllr A Robinson (Holiday).
In Attendance: District/County Cllr G Dadd.
C294 Police Report
The PCSO reported the crime figures for June which included some incidents of
antisocial behaviour at various locations around the town. The officer also advised
of an ongoing operation targeting retail thefts.
C295 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd reported the good news that a bid to secure extra road funding for the area
had been successful. This would mean an extra £24 million to be spent on the
county’s roads (mainly rural roads) between 2015 and 2020. In addition, as a result
of savings made elsewhere, an extra £34 to £35 million would be ploughed into the
road network. However, Cllr Dadd estimated that the figure needed to bring the
roads up to a good standard was in the region of £330 million.
Cllr Dadd reported that the Tour de France Grand Depart had passed through
Yorkshire without incident on the weekend of 5 and 6 July. He felt this had been a
massive boost for the area and hoped that the benefits would be reaped for years to
come.
Cllr Dadd advised that the figures in respect of the Allerton Park incinerator plant
were not yet finalised and that a meeting was due to take place in September when
further details would be outlined.
Cllr Dadd reported that a consultation leaflet in respect of the redevelopment of the
Market Place following removal of the trees was about to be finalised and that a copy
would be sent to the Town Council office. He anticipated that the closing date for
anyone wishing to comment would be around the 24 August. Cllr Watson stated that
this would be added as an agenda item for consideration at a future Town Council
meeting.
(b) HDC
Cllr Dadd noted that concern had been caused recently by horses running around
the Hambleton estate area following the removal of some fencing from a field in East
Thirsk. Investigations were ongoing.
Cllr Adamson reported that a parking issue had arisen behind the bus shelter in the
Market Place. Cllr Watson advised that the matter would be considered at the next
Central Areas Committee meeting.
C296 Open Forum
No members of the public were in attendance.
C297 Minutes
C297(a) Town Council Meeting held on 16 June 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 16 June
2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
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(b) Matters Arising
C268 Policy for CCTV Provision at Public Toilets
The Clerk advised that the installation of CCTV at the public toilets in Millgate was
being further examined as a result of advances in technology.
C283(c) Aspire Building
The Clerk advised that he had been informed by a representative from Camerons
Brewery that they no longer had any connection with the Aspire building and had
terminated the lease. He stated that he would write a further letter to Camerons to
attempt to ascertain ownership of the building.
C290(d) Thirsk8 Park
The Clerk advised that the donation of £100 to Thirsk8 Park which had been agreed
at the June Town Council meeting should be added to the list of accounts for
payment.
C290(f) River Report: River Cod Beck
Cllr Hesmondhalgh advised that the recently completed River Report had highlighted
various works which were required, in particular repairs to the footbridge near the
waterfall on the Holmes and signage on the Holmes and in the picnic area. It had
been agreed at a recent Open Areas Committee that the signage work needed to be
completed quickly and that signs would be erected at four separate locations.
C298 Committee Minutes and Reports
C298(a) Planning Committee held on 16 June 2014
The Clerk advised that there had not been a meeting of the Planning Committee on
16 June 2014.
C298(b) Central Areas Committee held on 12 June 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Central Areas Committee held on 12 June
2014. Cllr Watson advised that following the loss of several Councillors the Central
Areas Committee’s numbers had declined. Cllr Fisher advised that he would be
happy to become a member of the Committee.
Resolved:
(a) that the Minutes be received and noted;
(b) that Cllr Fisher be included as a member of the Central Areas Committee.
C299 Burial Board
Cllr Adamson reported that the spoil heap had now been removed from the cemetery
and that a new skip had been obtained which would be used for excess soil. Two
wheelie bins had also been obtained, a green one for flowers and one for general
waste.
Resolved: that applications for memorials for Nellie Armitage, Violet Margaret
Croft, Christopher Lightfoot, Sheila Kay Paterson, Enid Mary Scott, Derek
Spence and Joyce Williams be approved.
C300 Standing Orders
Cllr Adamson advised that the Town Council’s Standing Orders were in need of
updating and requested that a working party be appointed to review and consider
any appropriate amendments.
Resolved: that a working party comprising Cllrs Adamson, Fraser and Roberts
be appointed to review the Town Council’s Standing Orders.
C301 Correspondence/Items Raised
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(a) Safer Neighbourhoods – New Operational Policing Model
The meeting received a letter dated June 2014 from North Yorkshire Police
concerning the New Operational Policing Model.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(b) Public Highway Grass Cutting
The meeting received a letter dated 12 June 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council advising of changes which are planned for grass cutting in the public
highway funded by the County Council. The letter stated that NYCC would be happy
to engage with any organisation/community groups/volunteers who may be
interested in taking on grass cutting in their area. It was noted that further details
would be available by the end of October.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(c) Disposal of Hardcore, Rubble and Plasterboard at Household Waste
Recycling Centres
The meeting received a letter dated 16 June 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council advising of charges which would be levied for the disposal of hardcore,
rubble and plasterboard at household waste recycling centres commencing 4 August
2014.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(d) Proposed Pedestrian Crossing – Front Street, Norby
The meeting received an email dated 18 June 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council advising that the proposed pedestrian crossing at Front Street, Norby would
be a zebra crossing. It was noted that once the crossing was in place, the Town
Council would need to consider creating a gap in the fencing alongside the Holmes.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
(e) Speeding Concern: Topcliffe Road B1448
The meeting received a letter dated 26 June 2014 from Hambleton & Richmondshire
Community Safety Partnership concerning speeding along Topcliffe Road B1448.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(f) Friends of the Friarage
The meeting received a letter dated 8 July 2014 from the Friends of the Friarage
regarding fundraising for the hospital’s scanner appeal. It was noted that part of the
fundraising from the recent Picnic in the Park event at Thirsk Hall would be going to
the scanner appeal. It was also suggested that it may be worthwhile for the hospital
to consider the provision of donation boxes at additional locations within the hospital.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(g) Protocol on the Recording and Filming of Council and Committee Meetings
The meeting received an example model protocol from the Yorkshire Local Councils
Associations concerning the recording and filming of council and committee
meetings. The Clerk advised that the National Association of Local Councils were
currently in the process of formulating some further information. Cllr Watson
suggested that this matter be listed as an on-ongoing item for consideration by the
Town Council.
(h) Prohibition of Waiting and Loading and Provision of Parking Order
The meeting received a notice dated 4 July 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council of a proposed traffic regulation order in respect of Front Street, Norby.
Resolved: that the notice be noted.
(i) Notification of Rent Increase – Aims House
The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from the landlords of Aims House
advising of a rent increase of £40 per month commencing October 2014. Although
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there had not been any increase in the previous three years, it was considered that
the property required some maintenance work to bring it up to a satisfactory
standard.
Resolved: that the Clerk write to the landlords of Aims House requesting that
improvement works be carried out before accepting the proposed rent
increase.
C302 Finance
Resolved:
(a) that the accounts for payment as at 21 July 2014 be approved and cheques
signed;
(b) that the Balance Sheet for June 2014 be received and approved.
C303 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Roberts reported that Sowerby Parish Councillor Graham France had been
appointed as the new Chairman of Thirsk & Sowerby Town Hall at the recent Annual
General Meeting.
Cllr Roberts reported that she had attended the AGM of the Yorkshire Local Councils
Associations where a very interesting talk on fracking had been given.
Cllr Roberts advised that she had recently attended at Todds recycling plant together
with Anne McIntosh MP for a presentation and a guided tour of the premises. She
considered that it would be worthwhile to request that a representative from Todds
be invited to a meeting of the Town Council to give the same presentation.
Resolved: that Mr Richard Todd be invited to attend the next Town Council
meeting to give a presentation on Todds’ recycling operations.
Cllr Hesmondhalgh reported that Thirsk and Sowerby Community Care Association
had received funding to provide meals on wheels and had been requested to provide
lunches for the new Meadowfields development.
Cllr Adamson reported that The Clock now employed 20 people and that the facility
was very well supported by young people in the area.
Cllr Watson reported that she had recently attended an army cadet presentation day
at Strensall Barracks and she had given an interview for Radio York at Thirsk
Racecourse.
Cllr Watson reported that she had contacted Network Rail regarding the dilapidated
state of the fencing at the roadside adjacent to Thirsk Railway Station. She
requested that the Clerk write a letter to Network Rail requesting that they carry out
appropriate repairs.
Cllr Watson advised that she had been in contact with Heather Limbach of Churches
Together concerning the events planned to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the outbreak of World War I on 4 August and that leaflets for the evening event had
now been prepared.
C304 On-Going Items
(a) Ethel Johnson Bequest Trust – Appointment of Trustee
Cllr Watson enquired if any Town Councillors knew of anyone who may be interested
in becoming a Trustee of the Ethel Johnson Bequest Trust.
(b) 800th Anniversary of the Magna Carta
Cllr Fraser advised that a meeting had been held on 23 June, though no further
details were available.
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm.
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Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday 18 August
2014 at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J.Watson (Chairman), D. Adamson, H.Dalgleish-Brown, D.Duffey,
J.Fisher, C.Hesmondhalgh, F.Roberts, A .Robinson
Apologies: Cllr E Fraser (Illness)
In Attendance: District/County Cllr G Dadd, Cllr M.Robson.
C309 Police Report
No police representative was present.
C310 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd reported that finalised figures in respect of the proposed incinerator plant
at Allerton Park would be available in September when a final decision would be
taken at a full council meeting of NYCC.
Cllr Dadd referred to works scheduled to be carried out on the county’s highways
over the next five years and advised that some preventative works would be
undertaken as well as repair works in order to save costly repairs in the future.
Cllr Dadd was questioned as to why white lining works had still not been carried out
at many junctions/mini-roundabouts around the town. It was noted that the white
lining at the Stammergate/Long Street mini-roundabout had completely disappeared.
Cllr Dadd accepted that these works ought to have been completed and advised that
a penalty had been imposed upon the contractors responsible for carrying out the
work.
(b) HDC
Nothing to report.
C311 Open Forum
No matters were raised by members of the public present.
C312 Minutes
C312(a) Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held on 23 June 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held on
23 June 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
C312(b) Town Council Meeting held on 21 July 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 21 July
2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
C312(c) Matters Arising
TC69 Annual Return 2013/2014
The Clerk advised that the annual return for the financial year ended 31 March 2014
had been submitted.
TC70 800th Anniversary of Magna Carta
The Clerk advised that that he had contacted Mr David Tucker to discuss the
formation of a community based working group to look at proposals to mark the 800th
Anniversary of the Magna Carta and that further discussions would be held in the
forthcoming week.
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C305(g) Protocol on the Recording and Filming of Council and Committee Meetings
The Clerk advised that the draft regulations in relation to the recording and filming of
council and committee meetings had received approval on 6 August .Cllr Adamson
advised that the matter had been incorporated into the Town Council’s new draft
standing orders.
C313 Committee Minutes and Reports
C313(a) Open Areas and Greens Committee held on 17 July 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Open Areas and Greens Committee held
on 17 July 2014. Cllr Adamson noted the discussion concerning the roadway on the
west side of St James Green and stated that there was a very large pothole on the
east side of the Green. The meeting was advised that an examination of Common
Land Registration documents and Parish byelaws was to be undertaken for
consideration at the next Open Areas and Greens Committee meeting. Cllr Watson
suggested that this matter be listed as an on-going agenda item.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C314 Burial Board
Resolved: that the application for memorial for Colin John George Davison be
approved.
C315 Correspondence/Items Raised
C315(a) Views on the Centre of Market Place Proposals
The meeting received a consultation document from Cllr Dadd concerning proposals
for the redevelopment of the Market Place following removal of the trees. The Clerk
read a report summarising various comments made to the Town Council from
members of the public. The overriding factors in all approaches and comments that
the Town Council was aware of was for trees and seating to be part of the Market
Place central area although it was appreciated that there were varying views with
regard to the number and type of trees that should be replaced. There had been
several negative comments regarding the wishing well but the proposed
community/social space had been favourably received. Mr M I’Anson, of Thirsk
Community Woodlands Group, gave advice as to the types of replacement trees
which he considered would be suitable for planting in the location. Cllr Watson
advised that the proposals had been considered at the Central Areas Committee
meeting held on 28 July and that a number of concerns had been raised. Several
members felt that the hexagonal seating was an integral part of the Market Place
and should be retained.
Resolved:
i) that the Town Council respond to the consultation as follows:
(a) The Town Council would like to see four (appropriately mature) trees planted in
the ground, selected from the species of field maple, silver leafed whitebeam and
pyramid hornbeam, situated in locations T1 and T2 with two trees replacing the two
in-line planters (appropriately spaced/sited)
(b) that the existing hexagonal seating should be retained which enables family
seating and which have long been an integral part of the Market Place. Any new
seating should cater for varying requirements;
(c) a community arts/culture space should be incorporated into the scheme, a
wishing well should not be included, the layout should take into account wheelchair
and mobility scooter users, the positioning of the fingerpost sign should be
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re-examined and the layout should take into account the drop-down bollards for
access to the area, the Christmas tree anchoring pipe, CCTV and the Thirsk webcam.
ii) that Hambleton District Council be copied in to the Town Council’s
response.
C315 (b) Raising Awareness of the Implementation of Part 1 of the Commons
Act 2006
The meeting received a letter dated 11 July 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council concerning the implementation of Part 1 of the Commons Act 2006.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C315(c) Watering – Thirsk in Bloom and Thirsk Town Council
The meeting received a letter dated 16 July 2014 from Ms S Billany advising of an
increase in charges. Discussion took place regarding the maintenance of the trees
and planting on Long Street. It was noted that some of the trees in the planters were
in a bad condition and may need to be removed. It was agreed that the matter would
be considered at the next Open Areas and Greens Committee meeting.
Resolved:
a) that the Town Council accept the increased charges.
b) that the Open Areas and Greens Committee examine the planting and trees
on Long Street.
C315(d) Caravan Sites & Control of Development Act 1960 – Consultation on
Changes to Site Licence Conditions
The meeting received a letter dated 17 July 2014 from Hambleton District Council
concerning revised caravan site licence conditions and enforcement policy.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C316 Standing Orders
Cllr Adamson advised that a review of the Town Council’s standing orders had been
completed. He requested that a copy of the proposed draft amendments be
forwarded to all Town Councillors for consideration at the next Town Council
meeting.
Resolved: that the adoption of the amended standing orders be considered at
the next Town council meeting.
C317 Councillor Vacancies
The meeting received a letter from Mr Anthony Garbutt dated 28 July 2014 in which
Mr Garbutt applied to become a Town Councillor. It was noted that there remained
one outstanding vacancy for a Town Councillor which was currently advertised at
Thirsk Tourist Information.
Resolved: that Mr Anthony Garbutt be co-opted as a member of Thirsk Town
Council.
C318 Finance
The Clerk advised that he had received a notification from Smiths of Derby
concerning essential repair works to the clock at St Mary’s Church. It was agreed
that the Town Council would settle the invoice and that the church be asked if it
wished to contribute.
(a) that the accounts for payment as at 18 August 2014 be approved and
cheques signed;
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(b) that the Balance Sheet for July 2014 be received and approved.
C319 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Robinson noted that the number of A boards around the town had increased
significantly. Cllr Watson advised that the matter had been considered by the
Central Areas Committee and they would raise the matter again with North Yorkshire
County Council and Hambleton District Council.
Cllr Hesmondhalgh reported that she had assisted at the evening event on Monday,
4 August to commemorate the outbreak of World War 1 and that the event had been
very well attended.
Cllr Roberts reported that donations received in the donation box in the ladies toilets
continued to be good.
Cllr Watson reported that she had attended both the morning and evening events to
commemorate the outbreak of World War 1 on Monday, 4 August. She requested
that a letter be sent to Ms H Limbach of Churches Together thanking her for
organising the events.
C320 On-Going Items
(d) Tranmire Ditch
It was noted that the ditch was overgrown with weeds at the present time.
The meeting closed at 8.47 pm.
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Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday 15 September
2014 at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J. Watson (Chairman), D. Adamson, H. Dalgleish-Brown, D. Duffey,
J. Fisher, E. Fraser, A. Garbutt, C. Hesmondhalgh, F. Roberts, A. Robinson
Apologies: District/County Cllr G. Dadd
C321 Police Report
PCSO Warby reported the latest crime figures for North Yorkshire and Thirsk.
He advised that certain information was not for public release at the present time.
Resolved: that in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the Press and Public be excluded from the
meeting for the discussion of confidential business.
PCSO Warby went through the various incidents that had happened in Thirsk
between the 18 August and 15 September.
Resolved: that the meeting be re-opened to the press and public
PCSO Warby advised that he had attended the Springfield Close area the previous
weekend following a confrontation after a ball had allegedly been kicked against a
car near to the play area. The Clerk circulated two letters dated the 8th and 15th
September that had been received from a resident of Springfield Close with regard to
concerns in respect of the Shire Close play area.
It was agreed that the letters be referred to the Open Areas and Greens Committee
for consideration.
Resolved:
a) that the police report be noted
b) that the letters from the resident of Springfield Close be referred to the
Open Areas and Greens Committee for consideration
C322 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
No items to report.
(b) HDC
Cllr Adamson reported that a review of parking arrangements in Northallerton would
be carried out in January 2015.
Cllr Robinson reported that Hambleton District Council would be carrying out a
review of its street trading policy and that the Town Council would be consulted on
proposals in due course.
Cllr Adamson reported that that an application had been received to extend the
opening hours of the pizza shop in Millgate.
C323 Open Forum
No members of the public were in attendance.
C324 Minutes
C324(a) Town Council Meeting held on 18 August 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 18
August 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
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C324(b) Matters Arising
TC70 800th Anniversary of Magna Carta
The Clerk advised that he had contacted David Tucker and that the setting up of a
working group which would look at proposals to mark the 800th Anniversary of the
Magna Carta was being examined.
C315(a) Views on the Centre of Market Place Proposals
The Clerk advised that the Town Council had submitted a detailed response to Cllr
Dadd and copied in Hambleton District Council following the Town Council meeting
in August.
C325 Committee Minutes and Reports
C325(a) Planning Committee held on 26 August 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 26 August
2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C325(b) Public Conveniences Committee
Cllr Duffey reported that numbers on the Public Conveniences Committee had
declined and that a meeting scheduled for Friday, 5 September had had to be
cancelled due to insufficient members being able to attend. Cllr Duffey wished to
appoint former Town Councillor Mrs M. Penson to the Public Conveniences
Committee and he sought the approval of the Town Council to the appointment.
Cllr Garbutt advised that he would be happy to become a member of the Committee.
Resolved:
(a) that Mrs M. Penson be appointed as a member of the Public Conveniences
Committee;
(b) that Cllr Garbutt be appointed as a member of the Public Conveniences
Committee.
C325(c) Central Areas Committees held on 28 July 2014 and 4 September 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Central Areas Committees held on 28 July
2014 and 4 September 2014. The Clerk advised that he had contacted the
Environment Agency regarding the large stones in the river at Mill Gardens and
about erosion of the river bank. The Environment Agency had stated that they did
not consider these constituted a particular danger or a flood risk and therefore no
action would be taken. However, they had indicated that some preventative works to
overhanging tree branches would be carried out over the winter months.
There was discussion concerning two private parking spaces at the rear of the bus
shelter and it was suggested that clarification be sought as to the ownership of these
spaces as the area had previously been maintained by Hambleton District Council.
Cllr Fraser noted that numbers on the Central Areas Committee had declined. Cllr
Garbutt advised that he would be happy to become a member of the Committee.
Resolved:
(a) that the Minutes of the Meetings held on 28 July and 4 September be
received and noted;
(b) that Cllr Garbutt be appointed as a member of the Central Areas
Committee.
C326 Burial Board
Resolved: that the application for a memorial for Constance Williams be
approved.
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C327 Correspondence/Items Raised
C327(a) Resurfacing and Roundabout Improvement Works at A61/A170
Barbeck, Thirsk
The meeting received a letter dated 27 August 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council concerning resurfacing and roundabout improvement works scheduled to be
carried out between 8 September 2014 and 3 October 2014. In view of the short
notice received by the Town Council and the traffic delays which had been caused
by the works, it was agreed that NYCC be requested to give more advance notice of
road closures and to improve road signage for future works.
Resolved:
a) that the letter be noted.
b) that NYCC be requested to give more advanced notice improved signage in
respect of road closures.
C327(b) A170 Sutton Bank
The meeting received a letter dated 8 September 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council concerning essential annual maintenance works on Sutton Bank.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C327(c) Footbridge over the Weir at Norby
The meeting received an email dated 2 September 2014 from North Yorkshire
County Council confirming that NYCC had accepted ownership of the footbridge over
the weir at Norby and that it would undertake the necessary works as identified in the
Town Council’s River Report.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
C327(d) Lighting on Castle Garth
The meeting received a letter dated 3 September 2014 from Ms J. Mountford-Green
concerning the installation of additional street lighting on Castle Garth. It was noted
that street lights were currently installed at either end of Castle Garth and that the
approval of English Heritage would need to be sought before any works could
commence. Some doubt was expressed as to the availability of funding for such
works at the present time.
Resolved: that Ms J. Mountford-Green be advised that enquiries would be
made with regard to the installation of additional lighting.
C327(e) Thirsk in Bloom
The meeting received a letter dated 4 September 2014 from Thirsk in Bloom which
advised of increased costs which they were likely to face and requesting that
additional funding in the region of £500 be made available by the Town Council.
Town Councillors acknowledged the excellent work carried out by Thirsk in Bloom
but agreed that £500 additional funding could not be made available during the
present financial year in view of current budget constraints. Members considered
that specific details of the work undertaken and costs incurred by Thirsk in Bloom
should be requested for consideration at the meeting setting budgets.
Resolved:
a) that Thirsk in Bloom be advised that in view of current budget constraints
additional funding could not be provided at this time.
b) that Thirsk in Bloom be requested to provide detailed information of the
work undertaken and costs incurred for consideration in respect of the budget
for 2015/16
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C327(f)
Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 – Filming and
Recording of Meetings
The meeting received a draft policy on Filming and Recording of Meetings which had
been adapted from the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations Draft Template. Cllr
Adamson proposed that the document be adopted subject to various amendments
which he specified.
Resolved: that the Draft Policy on Filming and Recording of Meetings be
adopted subject to the following amendments :a) the deletion in rule 2 of ‘but that these rules must be observed when this is
planned or taking place.’
b) the deletion of rule 3,4,5,15 and 17.
C327(g) Town Twinning, Wuhai, Inner Mongolia
Cllr Watson read an email dated 20 August 2014 from Danielle Stokoe concerning
the formation of a twin town partnership between Thirsk and Wuhai, a town in Inner
Mongolia. Following discussion, it was considered that a town twinning partnership
should not be undertaken at the present time bearing in mind the current workload
and financial restraints.
Resolved: that Danielle Stokoe be thanked for the time and interest but
advised that in view of the current workload and financial restraints the Town
Council would have to decline the proposal for a twin town partnership.
C328 Standing Orders
Cllr Adamson advised that further amendments needed to be made to the draft
Standard Orders at pages 12 and 13 concerning dispensations and Cllr Roberts
advised that a section in page 15 concerning the Planning Committee was
unnecessary and should be deleted.
Resolved: that the Town Council adopts the draft Standing Orders, subject to
the proposed amendments on pages 12, 13 and 15.
C329 Councillor Vacancy
The meeting received a resume from Mr John Bell dated 21 August 2014 in which he
applied to become a Town Councillor.
Resolved: that Mr John Bell be co-opted as a member of Thirsk Town Council.
C330 Finance
(a) that the accounts for payment as at 15 September 2014 be approved and
cheques signed;
(b) that the Balance Sheet for September 2014 be received and approved;
(c) that the Budget Report for September 2014 be received and approved.
C331 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Adamson reported that he had attended the Battle of Britain parade at RAF
Leeming.
Cllr Dalgleish-Brown reported that a meeting of Thirsk & District Business
Association held on 2 September had been poorly attended. She reported that the
Christmas lights switch-on would be on Friday, 5 December.
Cllr Roberts reported that a number of cones had been left on St James Green and
needed to be collected, street lights numbered 1 and 2 in the Market Place were not
working and that some lights on the town clock were not working.
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Cllr Hesmondhalgh reported that East Thirsk Community Hall would be holding an
Open Day on Saturday, 20 September to celebrate its 20th birthday. She advised
that a new baby and toddler group had been set up with the first session due to take
place on Tuesday, 23 September.
Cllr Watson reported that the Rotary Club had approached the Town Council with a
request for funding in respect of the firework event to be held at Thirsk Racecourse
on Saturday, 1 November. Town Councillors considered that only a small amount
could be offered in view of current financial restraints.
Resolved: that the Town Council donates £50 to the Rotary Club in respect of
the firework event to be held on Saturday, 1 November.
C332 On-Going Items
(a) Ethel Johnson Bequest Trust – Appointment of Trustee
It was noted that a trustee was still needed for the Ethel Johnson Bequest Trust.
(f) St James Green – Roadway
An examination of the byelaws needed to be completed prior to the matter being
considered at the next Open Areas and Greens Committee.
The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.
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Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday 20 October
2014 at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J. Watson (Chairman), D. Adamson, J. Bell, H. Dalgleish-Brown, D.
Duffey, J. Fisher, C. Hesmondhalgh, F. Roberts, A. Robinson
Apologies: Cllrs: E. Fraser (Holiday), A. Garbutt (Work commitments).
C333 Police Report
PCSO Warby reported the crime figures for Thirsk for the period 15 September to 20
October 2014. Following a query concerning damage which had been caused to the
mosaic on the Millennium Green, he stated that he would make further enquiries and
email any new information to the Town Council office.
C334 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd reported that North Yorkshire County Council had given the go-ahead for
the proposed incinerator plant at Allerton Park. He stated that he had supported the
scheme despite objections and that savings of £374 million were expected to be
achieved over a 30 year period.
Cllr Dadd reported that some white lining works at road junctions and roundabouts
had been carried out recently although some works were still to be undertaken.
Following a query regarding the delay in completing the new Zebra crossing on Front
Street, Norby, Cllr Dadd stated that the work was almost complete. He would
however investigate the reason for the delay.
(b) HDC
Cllr Robinson expressed disappointment at the consultation process undertaken by
Hambleton District Council regarding the redevelopment of the Market Place
following removal of the trees. He was of the view that HDC were wasting money by
not retaining the existing hexagonal seating and that the views expressed by
members of the public had not been taken into account. Cllr Dadd, however, felt that
the plan in general terms reflected what the public had requested. Cllr Roberts
suggested that the Town Council could make good use of the hexagonal benches.
Resolved: that a letter be sent to Hambleton District Council noting the
scheme to redevelop the Market Place and requesting that the hexagonal
seating be donated to the Town Council.
Cllr Adamson reported that enquiries had been made with the Land Registry
regarding the ownership of a piece of land at the rear of the bus shelter and advice
suggested that the area should be left clear and not used for private parking.
Resolved: that a letter be written to Occasions card shop advising that the
Town Council are unable to agree to the siting of a “No parking” sign on the
bus shelter.
C335 Open Forum
Resolved: that standing orders be suspended
Mr Joe Salmon, of Thirsk Rotary Club, and Mr David Tucker reported on plans to
celebrate the 800th Anniversary of the Magna Carta. Mr Tucker circulated a report
outlining national and local activities which were being planned. Mr Salmon reported
on plans to hold a medieval day at Thirsk Racecourse on Saturday, 26 June 2015.
He advised that this was expected to be a big event incorporating jousting, a
medieval campsite, falconry, stalls, entertainment, etc, and funds would be raised for
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local charities. It was hoped to involve Rural Arts, Sowerby Music, the Royal British
Legion band and local schools. In addition, there were plans to set up a heritage
trail. Suggestions were made that Castlegarth and the Market Place may also be
appropriate venues for other events.
Resolved: that the Town Council commends and fully supports Messrs Tucker
and Salmon in the organisation of events to celebrate the 800th Anniversary of
the Magna Carta.
Resolved: that standing orders be reinstated.
C336 Minutes
C336(a) Town Council Meeting held on 15 September 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 15
September 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
C336(b) Matters Arising
C327(e) Thirsk in Bloom
The Clerk advised that a meeting had taken place between representatives of Thirsk
in Bloom, Cllr Duffey and himself arising from the request for additional funding. He
stated that detailed costings would be prepared for consideration when setting
budgets for 2015/2016.
C331 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Dalgleish-Brown reported that there had been an amendment to the date of the
Christmas lights switch-on. This would now take place on Friday, 28 November
2014.
C337 Committee Minutes and Reports
C337(a) Planning Committee held on 2 October 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 2 October
2014. Cllr Duffey pointed out that he was noted as having given his apologies when,
in fact, he was not a member of the Planning Committee.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C337(b) Public Conveniences Committee held on 26 September 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Public Conveniences Committee held on 26
September 2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C337(c) Open Areas and Greens Committee held on 2 October 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Open Areas and Greens Committee held
on 2 October 2014. Discussion took place regarding the potholes on St James
Green. The Clerk advised that he would obtain a breakdown of costs for both
Tarmacadaming and gravelling prior to the next meeting of the Open Areas and
Greens Committee.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C337(d) Central Areas Committee held on 9 October 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Central Areas Committee held on 9 October
2014. There was a minor error in that it was Cllr Roberts who had reported that the
“Thirsk” sign was missing from the plinth on York Road, not Cllr Watson.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C338 Burial Board
Cllr Adamson reported that a meeting of the Burial Board would be held in the near
future to review fees for 2015/2016. He advised that he had met Mr P Harper to
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discuss repair works to the wall at the side of Cemetery Lodge and that a quotation
was awaited. He also advised that a new skip was in place at the cemetery.
Resolved: that the applications for memorial for Beatrice Isabella Douglas and
Geoffrey Rose be approved.
C339 Correspondence/Items Raised
C339(a) North Yorkshire County Council - Hambleton Area Committee –
Vacancy for a (Thirsk & Sowerby) Parish Representative
The meeting received a letter dated 12 September 2014 from North Yorkshire
County Council in respect of the above vacancy. The Clerk advised that application
forms were available in the office and the closing date for applications was 31
October 2014.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C339(b) Hambleton Parish Liaison Meeting
The meeting received a letter dated 7 October 2014 from Hambleton District Council
advising of the Hambleton Parish Liaison Meeting due to be held at the Civic Centre,
Stone Cross, Northallerton on Thursday, 6 November 2014. The Clerk noted that
Julia Mulligan, the Police and Crime Commissioner, would be attending the meeting.
He requested that he be advised if any Town Councillors wished to attend as there
was a limit of two representatives per Town/Parish Council.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C339(c) Proposed Street Trading Policy – Hambleton District Council
The meeting received an email (and letter) dated 8 October 2014 from Hambleton
District Council concerning the proposed expansion of the street trading policy in
Hambleton.
Resolved: that the email (and letter) be noted.
C339(d) Installation of Zebra Crossing, Front Street, Norby
The meeting received a letter dated 8 October 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council concerning road closures required for the installation of the Zebra crossing
on Front Street, Norby. Discussion took place about the need to create a gap in the
fencing to allow access to the Holmes. Cllr Hesmondhalgh stated that she would
look at this once the Zebra crossing was completed.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C339(e) Economic Strategy for Hambleton District
The meeting received an email dated 8 October 2014 from Hambleton District
Council concerning an economic study which was being undertaken, requesting that
the attached questionnaire be completed and returned by Monday, 3 November
2014. Town Councillors went through the questionnaire and made a number of
observations, in particular a feeling that HDC could do more to promote the market
as the number of stalls appeared to have reduced on occasions recently.
Resolved: that the questionnaire be returned to HDC in accordance with the
comments expressed by the Town Council.
C339(f) Consultation on Planning Application for the Purposes of the
Proposed New Extension to Existing Unit 3 for the Handling, Processing and
Management of Waste at Todds Green, Thirsk Industrial Park
The meeting received a letter dated 7 October 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council concerning the above planning application. Cllr Adamson noted that the
proposed extension would enable sorting to take place inside the premises, which
would be an improvement on the existing operation. Cllr Roberts advised that she
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had recently attended an open day at Todds and she was very impressed with the
proposals.
Resolved: that the Town Council approve the application to extend Todds Unit
3 at Thirsk Industrial Park.
C340 Financial Regulations
Cllr Adamson advised that he would email the proposed draft Financial Regulations
to the Clerk and requested that the matter be listed as an agenda item for the next
Town Council meeting.
C341 Finance
Resolved: that the accounts for payment as at 20 October 2014 be approved
and cheques signed.
The Clerk advised that September’s budget report would be circulated prior to
November’s Town Council meeting.
C342 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Adamson reported that he had visited the first phase of the Meadowfields
development in Chapel Street and had been very impressed with the facilities.
Cllr Adamson reported that agreement had been reached between Hambleton
District Council and The Clock regarding plans for the Sowerby Sports Village. He
advised that he would bring further information regarding activities undertaken by
The Clock over the last twelve months to the next Town Council meeting.
Cllr Watson reported that a homeless lady had been discovered sleeping in the
churchyard at the weekend.
Cllr Fisher reported on a meeting which he had attended with the Grand Central
railway company following their announcement of improvement works to be carried
out at Thirsk Railway Station. Grand Central had indicated that works will be carried
out to the station’s steps and car park, new trains will be purchased and facilities
upgraded on existing trains.
Cllr Hesmondhalgh advised that the new baby and toddler group had held its first
sessions at East Thirsk Community Hall. The times of the sessions were to be
adjusted to fit in with what users had requested.
Cllr Watson reported that she recently given a talk to pupils at Thirsk School about
the role of the Town Council. She advised that she had received a letter from a pupil
who had expressed an interest in holding a CPR event at Carrs Field. Following
discussion, it was felt that Carrs Field was not a suitable place for such an event,
particularly in the winter months. Cllr Watson stated that she would respond
accordingly.
The Clerk reported that the office opening hours would need to be amended over the
next few weeks due to reduced staffing levels.
Cllr Robinson noted that a banner advertising pole dancing classes had appeared on
the former Mind premises in Castlegate. The Clerk stated that he would investigate.
C343 On-Going Items
(a) Ethel Johnson Bequest Trust – Appointment of Trustee
Cllr Roberts advised that she would check whether there were any age restrictions
for trustees.
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
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Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday 17 November
2014 at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: D. Adamson (Chairman), H. Dalgleish-Brown, D. Duffey, J. Fisher, E.
Fraser, A. Garbutt, C. Hesmondhalgh, F. Roberts (part)
Apologies: Cllrs: J. Watson (Holiday), J. Bell (Alternative engagement).
C344 Police Report
PCSO Warby circulated the crime figures for Thirsk for the period 20 October to 17
November 2014. He reported that five firearms had been handed in and destroyed
as a result of a recent firearms amnesty.
Cllr Dadd advised that he had received a number of complaints of cyclists riding on
pavements and he requested that this be monitored.
C345 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd reported that further savings of £8 million were expected to be made in
respect of the proposed incinerator plant at Allerton Park.
Cllr Dadd reported that an informal briefing meeting had been held concerning
NYCC’s library services and that a steering group would meet in the New Year.
(b) HDC
Cllr Dadd reported that incidents of fly tipping in a field off Stoneybrough Lane were
being investigated.
Cllr Adamson reported that a planning application for a caravan site close to Thirsk
Industrial park had been refused.
C346 Open Forum
Resolved: that standing orders be suspended
Mrs M Penson attended to express her concerns about flooding in Thirsk. She
stated that she had become a flood warden following the last floods in 2005 and had
recently attended a flood warden seminar. She felt that the Town Council should
look at putting together an emergency flood plan. Cllr Adamson advised that he
would make enquiries with the emergency planning department at North Yorkshire
County Council to clarify the plans which were currently in place.
Resolved: that standing orders be reinstated.
C347 Minutes
C347(a) Town Council Meeting held on 20 October 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 20
October 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
C347(b) Matters Arising
C337(d) Central Areas Committee held on 9 October 2014
In answer to a query from Cllr Fraser, Cllr Adamson requested that a new “Thirsk”
sign be purchased for the plinth on York Road.
C339(d) Installation of Zebra Crossing, Front Street, Norby
Cllr Fraser advised of poor illumination at the new Zebra crossing on Front Street,
Norby and of the difficulty faced by motorists in seeing pedestrians about to cross or
already on the crossing. Cllr Adamson stated that he would raise the matter with
NYCC’s highways department.
C337(c) Open Areas and Greens Committee held on 2 October 2014
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Cllr Hesmondhalgh reported that some of the potholes on St James Green had been
filled with chippings.
C348 Committee Minutes and Reports
C348(a) Planning Committee held on 20 October 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 20 October
2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C349 Burial Board
Cllr Adamson advised that a meeting of the Burial Board would be held in the near
future to consider repairs to the cemetery wall and to review fees for 2015/2016.
Resolved: that the applications for memorial for Michael Barrett, Patricia and
Kenneth Claydon, Laura June Pickles and Francis Smith be approved.
C350 Correspondence/Items Raised
C350(a) NYCC – Tenders for Renewal of Local Bus Contracts in Hambleton,
Harrogate, Richmondshire and Ryedale
The meeting received an email dated 31 October 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council concerning the renewal of local bus contracts.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
C350(b) HDC Guidance Notes – Registration of Interests
The meeting received a letter dated 28 October 2014 from Hambleton District
Council which attached guidance notes for parish councillors on the registration of
interests.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C350(c) NYCC Changes to the Highways Grass Cutting Service
The meeting received a letter dated 24 October 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council concerning changes to the highways grass cutting service. Discussion took
place as to whether the Town Council would be able to maintain grass cutting at the
same level. This was felt to be necessary in certain locations for safety reasons and
would be considered when setting budgets for the next financial year.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C350(d) Yorkshire Water – Locating Private Sewage Pumping Stations for
Transfer to Yorkshire Water
The meeting received an email from Yorkshire Water dated 31 October 2014
concerning the transfer of eligible private sewage pumping stations to Yorkshire
Water.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
C350(e) NYCC Highways – Maintenance Work to Barbeck Bridge, Thirsk
The meeting received a letter dated 4 November 2014 from North Yorkshire County
Council concerning maintenance works to Barbeck Bridge scheduled to commence
on 26 January 2015.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C351 Financial Regulations
Cllr Adamson advised that the proposed draft Financial Regulations which had been
circulated to all Town Councillors were based on a model provided by the National
Association of Local Councils and that only minor amendments had been made.
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Resolved: that the Town Council approve and adopt the proposed draft
Financial Regulations.
C352 NYCC Public Library Consultations
The meeting received a report from North Yorkshire County Council concerning the
future delivery of library services. The proposal was for Thirsk to have a community
managed library staffed mainly by volunteers with support from the County Council.
It was felt that the Town Council should not become involved due to the increased
workload which would be placed on staff.
Resolved: that the report be noted.
C353 Finance
Resolved:
(a) that the accounts for payment as at 17 November 2014 be approved and
cheques signed;
(b) that the Balance Sheet for October 2014 be received and approved;
(c) that the Budget Report for October 2014 be received and approved.
C354 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Hesmondhalgh reported that she had recently attended a liaison meeting at
Hambleton District Council along with Cllr Adamson.
Cllr Dalgleish-Brown reported that she had attended a meeting of Thirsk & District
Business Association. The Business Association had decided to form a committee
which would look at organising an event in the Market Place to celebrate the 800th
anniversary of the Magna Carta. She advised that the Business Association had
expressed concern about the deteriorating state of the Aspire building and had
asked for an update. They had also expressed concern about the reducing number
of market stalls and had suggested that more could be done to promote the market.
Cllr Adamson stated that he would make enquires with Hambleton District Council
regarding publicity for the markets.
Cllr Adamson reported on activities undertaken by The Clock over the previous
twelve months. The Clock had been awarded two new contracts, had recruited
additional staff and now offered support to adults as well as to young people from
school year seven upwards.
Cllr Roberts reported that Thirsk & Sowerby Flatts Preservation Trust required a
Town Council representative. Cllr Garbutt stated that he would be happy to become
a representative.
C355 On-Going Items
(b) 800th Anniversary of the Magna Carta
The meeting received a report prepared by Mr David Tucker concerning proposed
events to celebrate the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta. Mr Tucker had
requested that the Town Council indicate whether it supported the propositions
contained in the report.
Resolved:
(a) that the Town Council support proposition no 1 (welcome/breakfast for the
cyclist, Mr Lance Allan);
(b) that the Town Council support proposition no 2 (to request that NYCC erect
brown tourist signs on trunk roads in the vicinity in terms, “Thirsk Magna
Carta Barons Town”;
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(c) that the Town Council support proposition 3 (installation of similar signage
at entrances to Thirsk);
(d) that the Town Council will consider proposition 4 at its Finance Meeting
(budget provision of £1,000 for Magna Carta events);
(e) that the Town Council do not support proposition 5 (the photo board).
The meeting closed at 8.37 pm.
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Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday, 15 December
2014 at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J. Watson (Chairman), D. Adamson, J. Bell, D. Duffey, J. Fisher,
A. Garbutt, F. Roberts
Apologies: Cllrs: H. Dalgleish-Brown (Illness), E. Fraser (Illness), C. Hesmondhalgh
(Alternative engagement).
C356 Police Report
No police representative was present.
C357 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd reported that even deeper budget cuts than had been anticipated
previously needed to be made within NYCC. However, he stressed that everything
possible would be done to retain services for the most vulnerable members of
society.
Cllr Roberts expressed concern regarding the pedestrianized area at the rear of the
former Post Office building following a recent accident involving an elderly lady and
requested that two bollards which had previously been installed to prevent vehicles
accessing the area be replaced. Cllr Adamson advised that Hambleton District
Council were aware of the incident and the bollards would be reinstalled.
(b) HDC
Cllr Adamson reported that he had recently visited Hambleton Grange Care Home to
attend the 100th birthday celebrations of one of its residents.
C358 Open Forum
No members of the public were in attendance.
C359 Thirsk Library
Resolved: that standing orders be suspended
Ms Chrys Mellor and Ms Adele Wilson of North Yorkshire library service.
Ms Mellor gave a presentation on the consultation/proposals for Thirsk Library as a
result of proposed cuts to the Library Service budget. The proposal was for Thirsk to
have a community managed library staffed by a group of volunteers with support
from the County Council. It was anticipated that the library would move to the extra
care facility in Chapel Street in 2015 with any alteration to management taking place
in 2017. Ms Mellor answered questions regarding the running of community
managed libraries and gave examples of these being successfully run in other areas.
She advised that the consultation process will run until 8 February 2015 and
requested that consultation forms be completed and returned.
Cllr Watson thanked the representatives for attending.
Resolved: that standing orders be reinstated.
C360 Minutes
C360(a) Town Council Meeting held on 17 November 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 17
November 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
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C360(b) Matters Arising
C346 Open Forum
Following concerns raised at the last Town Council meeting by Mrs M Penson
regarding an emergency flood plan for Thirsk, the Clerk advised that the Darlington
and Stockton Times had recently published an article which included details of
Hambleton District Council’s action plan in the event of flooding and other matters.
The Clerk stated that he would request that a copy be made available to the Town
Council.
C361 Committee Minutes and Reports
C361(a) Public Conveniences Committee held on 14 November 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Public Conveniences Committee held on 14
November 2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C361(b) Central Areas Committee held on 20 November 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Central Areas Committee held on 20
November 2014. Cllr Watson reported that negotiations had commenced regarding
the former Aspire building, although these were understood to be at an early stage.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C362 Burial Board
Cllr Adamson advised that a meeting of the Burial Board had not taken place.
Resolved: that the application for memorial for Greta Mary Hartley and Robert
“Bob” Hartley be approved.
C363 Correspondence/Items Raised
C363(a) HDC Parish Council Elections – 7 May 2015
The meeting received a letter dated 18 November 2014 from Hambleton District
Council concerning Parish Council Elections scheduled for 7 May 2015.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C363(b) HDC Standards Hearings Panel – Appointment of Parish Council
Representatives
The meeting received a letter dated 21 November 2014 from Hambleton District
Council concerning the appointment of Parish Council Representatives to the
Standards Hearings Panel. Cllr Watson requested that if any Town Councillors were
interested, they should contact the Clerk.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C363(c) HDC – Settlement Hierarchy and Housing Development in the Rural
Areas – Draft Interim Policy Guidance Note
The meeting received a letter dated 5 December 2014 from Hambleton District
Council concerning a Draft Interim Policy Guidance Note which had been prepared
to assist the Council in considering planning applications for new housing
development in and around smaller settlements of the District’s Plan Area. It was
noted that the consultation period would run until 23 January 2015.
Resolved: that a response be sent to Hambleton District Council following
consideration at the Town Council meeting in January 2015.
C363(d) 800th Anniversary of the Magna Carta
Resolved: that standing orders be suspended.
The meeting received an email dated 21 November 2014 from Mr David Tucker and
a copy letter from the Mayor of St Martin d’Aubigny concerning a possible
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link/association between the two towns. Mr Tucker then went through his report
detailing possible events to mark the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta. The
Clerk advised that some matters required decisions to be made immediately whilst
others could wait until a sub-committee had been set up. Matters for
consideration/approval included the mounting/framing of the Magna Carta facsimile
which Mr Tucker had recently collected from Leicester, the purchase of
commemorative merchandise, traffic and town entrance signage, the planting of a
King John Oak sapling and/or a Magna Charta rose and participation in a reception
at the Mansion House to be hosted by the Lord Mayor of London.
Resolved:
(a) that a Magna Carta Subcommittee be formed comprising Mr Tucker, Cllr
Adamson, Cllr Bell and either Cllr Watson or Cllr Roberts, the first meeting to
be held on Wednesday, 7 January 2015 at 2.00 pm in the Town Council office;
(b) that the Town Council pay Mr Tucker’s travelling costs to Leicester (£25) on
receipt of an invoice;
(c) that the Town Council pay costs of mounting/framing the facsimile Magna
Carta;
(d) that the Town Council order and plant a sapling King John Oak;
(e) that the Town Council purchase and plant a Magna Charta rose;
(f) that Mr Tucker write to the Mayor of d’Aubigny stating that the Town
Council would be interested in forming some form of link/association;
(g) that standing orders be reinstated.
C364 Extraordinary Town Council Meeting
Resolved: that the Extraordinary Meeting of the Town Council to set the
precept for 2015/2016 be held on Monday, 12 January 2015 at 6.30 pm.
C365 Finance
Resolved:
(a) that the accounts for payment as at 15 December 2014 be approved and
cheques signed;
(b) that the Balance Sheet for November 2014 be received and approved;
(c) that the Budget Report for November 2014 be received and approved.
C366 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Adamson reported that he had recently attended The Clock’s Annual General
Meeting and that The Clock would be open on Christmas Day to provide a lunch free
of charge for people who had nowhere to stay. He added that any cash
contributions would be very welcome.
Cllr Roberts reported that she had attended the Playing Fields Association Annual
General Meeting and that Cllr Garbutt had agreed to become a representative.
Cllr Watson reported that she had attended the switch on of the Christmas lights in
the Market Place and that the event had been very enjoyable and very well attended.
C367 On-Going Items
Nothing further to report.
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm.
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Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday, 19 January
2015 at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J. Watson (Chairman), J. Bell, H. Dalgleish-Brown, J. Fisher, E.
Fraser, F. Roberts
Apologies: Cllrs: D. Adamson (Illness), D. Duffey (Illness), A. Garbutt (Illness), C.
Hesmondhalgh (Personal).
In Attendance: Cllr G Dadd
C368 Police Report
No police representative was present.
C369 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd reported that some concerns had been expressed to him regarding the
recent closure of Finkle Street. However, he noted that the Town Council had been
informed in advance of the road closure and that the works had been completed
within the three day time schedule.
Cllr Dadd anticipated that NYCC’s Council Tax for 2015/2016 would increase by a
figure of just under 2%.
Cllr Watson noted that there were still a number of street lights in the Market Place
which were not working. Cllr Dadd advised that this was due to a supply problem
which NYCC were attempting to resolve.
(b) HDC
Following a review of allowances payable to councillors, Cllr Dadd reported that
approval had been given for allowances to be increased to a maximum of £5,000 per
annum. Cllr Dadd stressed that this was a maximum figure and that any individual
councillor could choose to forgo their allowance.
C370 Open Forum
No members of the public were in attendance.
C371 Minutes
C371(a) Town Council Meeting held on 15 December 2014
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 15
December 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
C371(b) Matters Arising
C357(a) NYCC
Following concerns raised at December’s Town Council meeting regarding the
pedestrianized area at the rear of the former Post Office building, Cllr Watson noted
that the two bollards which had previously prevented vehicles accessing the area
had not been reinstated. She asked that a further request be made to HDC for the
work to be carried out.
C372 Committee Minutes and Reports
C372(a) Planning Committee held on 15 December 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 15 December
2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C372(b) Open Areas and Greens Committee held on 11 December 2014
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Cllr Bell advised that “cotoneaster” should be amended to read “pyracantha”.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C372(c) Public Conveniences Committee – 11 December 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Public Conveniences Committee held on 11
December 2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C372(d) Central Areas Committee – 15 December 2014
The meeting received the Minutes of the Central Areas Committee held on 15
December 2014.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C372(e) Magna Carta Sub-Committee – 7 January 2015
Resolved: that standing orders be suspended
The meeting received the Minutes of the Magna Carta Sub-Committee held on 7
January 2015 together with an update prepared by Mr David Tucker. Mr Tucker
reported that a suggestion had been made that the Magna Carta facsimile be
scanned, produced on a disc and printed on parchment which could then be taken
into schools, etc. He reported that Rural Arts had obtained a £5,000 grant from
Magna Carta 800 and were working on a programme of events. Mr Tucker advised
that his request for free train tickets to London for the Mansion House reception on
12 May 2015 had been declined. Cllr Watson suggested that an email be sent to all
Town Councillors requesting that they indicate whether or not they would be
interested in attending the event, bearing in mind each would be responsible for their
own travel costs. Mr Tucker requested a quick decision on this.
Resolved:
(i) that the Minutes be received and noted;
(ii) that the Town Council pay the cost of scanning/printing the Magna Carta
facsimile;
(iii) that the Town Council approve Mr Tucker’s draft press release;
(iv) that the next meeting of the Magna Carta Sub-Committee be held on
Thursday, 5 February 2015 at 10.00 hours at the Town Council office;
(v) that standing orders be reinstated.
C373 Burial Board
Resolved: that the application for memorial for Joyce Abbott be approved.
C374 Correspondence/Items Raised
C374(a) Settlement Hierarchy and Housing Development in the Rural Areas –
Draft Interim Policy Guidance Note
Following discussion at December’s Town Council meeting, Cllr Watson advised that
Thirsk was not affected by the above and therefore a response was not necessary.
Resolved: that the letter dated 5 December 2014 from Hambleton District
Council be noted.
C374(b) Local Government Act 1972, Section 137 Limit in Financial Year
2015/2016
The meeting received an email dated 23 December 2014 from Yorkshire Local
Councils Associations which attached a briefing issued by the National Association
of Local Councils concerning Section 137 expenditure limits.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
C374(c) Local Government Financial Settlement – Government
Consultation/Referendum Requirements
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The meeting received an email dated 9 January 2015 from Yorkshire Local Councils
Associations which attached an email from the National Association of Local
Councils concerning the current Government consultation on the Local Government
Financial Settlement. Cllr Roberts noted that the email was dated 9 January 2015
and the deadline for responses was 15 January 2015. She noted that the Town
Council had had to take over services previously provided by HDC and NYCC, eg
Millgate Public Conveniences and grass cutting and that this had impacted on the
Town Council having to raise its precept by 7.37%.
Resolved: that the Town Council respond to Yorkshire Local Councils
Associations in the above terms.
C374(d) New Legal Right to use Electronic Communication to Send the
Summons for Council Meetings
The meeting received an email dated 13 January 2015 from Yorkshire Local
Councils Associations concerning the new legal right to use electronic
communication to send the summons for council meetings which will come into force
on 30 January 2015. Town Councillors felt it would be useful to receive the agenda
by email but agreed that attachments will continue to be received in hard copy.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
C375 Finance
Resolved: that the accounts for payment as at 19 January 2015 be approved
and cheques signed;
The Assistant Clerk advised that the Balance Sheet and Budget Report were not
available as these are now to be prepared on a three monthly basis (in line with the
new standing orders).
C376 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Fraser noted that visibility at the new pedestrian crossing at Norby had improved
since the street light had been repaired.
Cllr Watson reported that she had attended a seminar concerning vibrant market
towns and had been in contact with Mr Guy Baragwanath of Thirsk & District
Business Association who was looking at ideas to promote market towns. She
requested that anyone with any suggestions should contact the office.
Cllr Watson noted that reports of Town Council meetings published in the Thirsk
Weekly News were on occasions many weeks out-of-date.
C377 On-Going Items
Nothing further to report.
The meeting closed at 8.27 pm.
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Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday, 16 February
2015 at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: D. Adamson (Chairman), J. Bell, H. Dalgleish-Brown, D. Duffey,
J. Fisher, A. Garbutt, C. Hesmondhalgh, F. Roberts, A. Robinson
Apologies: Cllrs: E. Fraser (Illness), J. Watson (Holiday).
In Attendance: Cllr G. Dadd
C378 Police Report
PCSO Warby circulated the crime figures for Thirsk for the period 19 January to 16
February 2015 and noted that there had been15 arrests in Hambleton District during
the Christmas drink driving campaign. He referred to the incidents of animal cruelty
which had been secretly filmed at the Bowood abattoir and noted that a female had
been arrested on suspicion of murder in Sowerby.
C379 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd reported that there was a serious supply issue affecting a number of street
lighting columns in the Market Place and that NYCC, in conjunction with NEDL, were
doing everything possible to resolve the matter.
Cllr Dadd warned that there were still substantial savings to be made and difficult
decisions to be taken over the next few years despite an expected increase in
NYCC’s precept of 1.99%.
Cllr Dadd reported that responses from the consultation into the future of NYCC
library services were currently being evaluated.
Cllr Dadd advised that NYCC Trading Standards had offered support to the Food
Standards Agency concerning incidents of animal cruelty filmed at the Bowood
abattoir and that he was seeking support for a campaign to require abattoirs to install
CCTV systems and for these to be properly monitored.
(b) HDC
Nothing to report.
C380 Open Forum
Resolved: that standing orders be suspended
Mr David Tucker gave an update on plans to celebrate the Magna Carta anniversary.
He circulated his latest report and sought the Town Council’s approval on a number
of matters.
(a) Presentation of the Magna Carta Facsimile/Lord Mowbray
Mr Tucker reported that the Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, Mr Barry Dodd CBE,
had agreed to present the facsimile to the Mayor of Thirsk at a ceremony to be held
on Castlegarth on Thursday, 5 March at 10.00 a.m.
Mr Tucker advised that publicity had gone out concerning the event and he
questioned whether local schoolchildren should be invited to form part of the
audience. The Town Council agreed that Mr Tucker should email local primary
schools inviting schoolchildren to the event.
Mr Tucker advised that he had received a response from Lord Mowbray, a
descendant of the Baron de Mowbray, and he sought clarification of the role that
Lord Mowbray would play in attending Magna Carta events. It was suggested that
Lord Mowbray be advised of the dates/timing of Magna Carta events and be asked
which events he would be able/interested in attending.
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(b) 800 Mile Cycle Ride by Trowbridge Town Clerk, Mr Lance Allan
Mr Tucker reported that the Golden Fleece Hotel had agreed to provide a room on
the morning of Friday, 26 June, 2015 to welcome Mr Allan but that there would be a
charge for food provided. It was agreed that Mr Tucker would contact local
businesses with a view to raising sponsorship to cover the cost incurred.
(c) Other Information
Mr Tucker advised that he had held talks with a number of local organisations and
hoped to have discussions with Thirsk in Bloom to see if the Magna Carta could be
incorporated into any of their plans. At a meeting of Thirsk and District Business
Association a suggestion had been made that in future a liaison forum be formed to
look at devising and co-ordinating a theme for Thirsk. Cllr Fisher requested that
Thirsk Tourist Information be added to the list of proposed organisations which may
be invited.
Resolved: that standing orders be reinstated.
C381 Minutes
C381(a) Town Council Meeting held on 19 January 2015
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 19
January 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
C381(b) Matters Arising
C357(b) HDC
The Clerk advised that Hambleton District Council had been contacted requesting
that the bollards be re-installed in the pedestrianised area at the rear of the former
Post Office. A response was awaited.
C374(d) New Legal Right to use Electronic Communication to Send the Summons
for Council Meetings
The Clerk raised this matter as it had been discussed at the last meeting in his
absence. All Town Councillors indicated that they were content to continue receiving
the summons and attachments in hard copy.
C382 Committee Minutes and Reports
C382(a) Planning Committee held on 22 January 2015
The meeting received the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 22 January
2015.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C382(b) Magna Carta Sub-Committee – 5 February 2015
The meeting received the Minutes of the Magna Carta Sub-Committee held on 5
February 2015.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted
C382(c) Central Areas Committee – 9 February 2015
The Minutes of the Central Areas Committee held on 9 February 2015 were not
available. The Clerk up-dated details on the proposed relocation/removal of feral
pigeons.
C383 Burial Board
Cllr Adamson advised that a meeting of the Burial Board would be held to look at
reviewing Burial Board fees and carrying out a rent review for Cemetery Lodge.
Resolved: that applications for memorial for Martin Garratt and Herbert
Pennock be approved.
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C384 Correspondence/Items Raised
C384(a) Hambleton, Richmondshire & Whitby Clinical Commissioning Group –
Community Defibrillator (cPAD) Initiative
The meeting received a letter dated 27 January 2015 from the Clinical
Commissioning Group concerning a community based initiative in collaboration with
Yorkshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust to install community defibrillators in village
locations. It was considered that the District Council would be the relevant body to
progress the matter.
Resolved: that the information be passed to Hambleton District Council.
C384(b) Thirsk Christmas Lights
The meeting received a letter dated 30 January 2015 from Thirsk & District Business
Association (Ladies Section) thanking the Town Council for its donation towards the
cost of the Christmas Lights.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C384(c) Moorsbus Summer Sunday Bus Service
The meeting received an email dated 2 February 2015 from Moorsbus CIC and
Friends of Moorsbus requesting a donation to support the development of a summer
Sunday bus service. Town Councillors queried the legality of the Town Council
donating to a commercial service and noted that the budget for 2015/2016 had
already been set.
Resolved: that the Clerk contact Yorkshire Local Councils Associations
regarding statutory powers to give grant aid towards the provision of a bus
service.
C384(d) Parish Council Elections – 7 May 2015
The meeting received a letter dated 3 February 2015 from Hambleton District
Council concerning arrangements for the Parliamentary, District and Parish elections
taking place on 7 May 2015.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C384(e) Proposals to hold a funfair/event in Thirsk Market Place
The Clerk circulated an email received from Mr C Thornton of Hambleton District
Council concerning an application made to HDC for a funfair/event to be held in the
Market Place over the Easter weekend. Cllr Dalgleish-Brown advised that Thirsk &
District Business Association were not in favour of the event going ahead. The
religious element of Easter weekend was noted by members and the type of event
was discussed.
Following further discussion it was:Resolved: that taking account of the details that had been made available the
Town Council raise no objections at this time.
C384(f) Sowerby Scouts and Guide Group
The Clerk read out a letter which had been received from Sowerby Scouts and
Guide Group requesting the Town Council’s support for an Auction of Promises to be
held at their headquarters on Friday, 27 February, 2015.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C385 Finance
Resolved: that the accounts for payment as at 16 February 2015 be approved
and cheques signed.
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C386 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Roberts noted that a trustee was still needed for the Ethel Johnson Bequest
Trust.
As previously mentioned by Mr Tucker, Cllr Dalgleish-Brown reported that Thirsk &
District Business Association were looking at setting up a liaison forum which would
devise and co-ordinate planning a theme for Thirsk in future years, following on from
the Magna Carta event, and it had been suggested that a Town Council
representative be invited.
C387 On-Going Items
Nothing to report.
The meeting closed at 8.25 pm.
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Minutes of the Meeting of Thirsk Town Council held on Monday, 16 March 2015
at Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall
Present: Cllrs: J Watson (Chairman), D Adamson, J Bell, H Dalgleish-Brown,
D Duffey, J Fisher, C Hesmondhalgh, F Roberts
Apologies: Cllrs: E Fraser (Illness), A Garbutt (Work commitments)
In Attendance: Cllr G Dadd
C388 Police Report
PCSO Walker attended the meeting. She reported that the monthly crime figures for
Thirsk were not available but these would be emailed to the Town Council office. It
was noted that there had been a complaint concerning cars speeding round Tesco
car park on an evening.
C389 Reports on Matters Relating to Thirsk
(a) NYCC
Cllr Dadd reported that over 8,000 responses had been received in connection with
the consultation regarding the future of NYCC library services. These were currently
being analysed.
Cllr Dadd noted that there had been an article in the Darlington & Stockton Times
concerning a campaign to have HGVs banned from using Sutton Bank.
Cllr Dadd reported that there had been delays on Long Street due to utility works
close to the Whitemare roundabout. He added that the works were almost complete
and this would be within the allotted timeframe. Cllr Duffey noted that the pedestrian
crossing on Long Street had been closed whilst the works were ongoing. Cllr Dadd
advised that he would enquire into the reason for the closure.
(b) HDC
Cllr Adamson reported that the Hambleton Community Awards Evening was due to
be held on Thursday, 19 March 2015.
Cllr Adamson advised that a planning application had been submitted by the
supermarket chain, Aldi, for the Sowerby Gateway site.
C390 Open Forum
No members of the public were in attendance.
C391 Minutes
C391(a) Town Council Meeting held on 16 February 2015
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 16
February 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
C391(b) Matters Arising
C384(c) Moorsbus Summer Sunday Bus Service
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from Yorkshire Local Councils
Associations confirming that the Town Council could make a donation under Section
137 of the Local Government Act. It was noted that Thirsk Tourist Information had
indicated that they would make a donation equal to the amount given by the Town
Council.
Resolved: that the Town Council make a donation of £100 under Section 137 of
the Local Government Act 1972 in the next financial year towards the
Moorsbus Summer Sunday Bus Service.
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C384(e) Proposals to hold a funfair/event in Thirsk Market Place
The Clerk advised that an application to hold a funfair/event in the Market Place over
the Easter weekend had been refused by Hambleton District Council.
C392 Committee Minutes and Reports
C392(a) Planning Committee held on 16 February 2015
The meeting received the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 16 February
2015.
Resolved: that the Minutes be received and noted.
C392(b) Magna Carta Sub-Committee – 27 February 2015
Resolved: that standing orders be suspended
The meeting received the Minutes of the Magna Carta Sub-Committee held on 27
February 2015. Mr David Tucker reported that the Magna Carta facsimile document
had been framed and presented to the Mayor by Mr Barry Dodd CBE, Lord
Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, on Castlegarth on Thursday, 5 March. The event had
received publicity and a video was available on the Thirsk Tourist Information
website. Mr Tucker advised that Rural Arts and Thirsk Library were planning to hold
a series of Magna Carta themed events later in the year.
Resolved:
(a) that the Minutes be received and noted;
(b) that standing orders be reinstated.
C393 Burial Board
Cllr Adamson advised that it had not been possible to hold a meeting of the Burial
Board. However, he proposed that Burial Board fees be increased by 2% with effect
from 1 April 2015. No applications for memorials had been received.
Resolved: that Burial Board fees be increased by 2% with effect from 1 April
2015.
C394 Correspondence/Items Raised
(a) Review of Local Bus Services - Harrogate, Hambleton and Richmondshire
The meeting received an email dated 30 January 2015 from North Yorkshire County
Council attaching a summary of changes to contracted local bus services.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
(b) Bus Service 152 – Thirsk Town Service
The meeting received an email dated 24 February 2015 from North Yorkshire County
Council advising of a change to the 152 Thirsk Town Service.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
(c) Thirsk Library
The meeting received an email dated 26 February 2015 from North Yorkshire County
Council advising of a meeting to be held on Tuesday, 24 March 2015 concerning the
future of the library service.
Resolved: that Cllrs J. Watson, Adamson and C.Hesmondhalgh attend the
meeting.
(d) Community Speed Watch
The meeting received an email dated 27 February 2015 from North Yorkshire Police
concerning the piloting of a Community Speed Watch scheme across 50 sites in
North Yorkshire.
Resolved: that the email be noted.
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(e) Premises Licence Application – Milano Pizzeria
The meeting received an email dated 24 February 2015 from Hambleton District
Council attaching a premises licence application for Milano Pizzeria.
Resolved: that the Town Council has no objection to the application.
(f) Premises Licence Application – Martin McColls, 55 Market Place
The meeting received an email dated 25 February 2015 from Hambleton District
Council attaching a premises licence application and plan for Martin McColls.
Resolved: that the Town Council raise no objection to the application.
(g) Thirsk in Bloom
The Clerk reported that a letter of thanks had been received from Thirsk in Bloom in
respect of the Town Council’s agreed funding for the forthcoming financial year.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
(h) Thirsk & Sowerby Town Hall
The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from Thirsk & Sowerby Town Hall
advising of an increase in room hire charges.
Resolved: that the letter be noted.
C395 Finance
Cllr Roberts suggested that a letter be sent to Yorkshire Local Councils Associations
requesting an update on the campaign for public conveniences to receive an
exemption from paying business rates.
Resolved: that the accounts for payment as at 16 March 2015 be approved and
cheques signed.
C396 Reports from Members/Representatives
Cllr Adamson reported that he and Cllr Watson had undertaken a guided tour of the
Severfield premises on Dalton Industrial Estate which had been interesting and
informative.
Cllr Adamson advised of a dog fouling problem on the Millennium Green. Cllr
Watson suggested that the Dog Warden at Hambleton District Council be contacted.
Cllr Dalgleish-Brown reported that she would not be able to attend the next meeting
of Thirsk & Sowerby Business Association scheduled for Wednesday, 15 March and
asked if another Town Councillor would like to attend the meeting.
Cllr Hesmondhalgh gave an update on plans for planting in Long Street. She
advised that letters were being sent to residents seeking their opinions and
requesting assistance in maintaining flower beds/planters close to their properties.
Having had a further look at the containers, it appeared that some containers were in
a better condition than had been thought and these could be stained and then
planted for the summer.
Cllr Roberts reported that the Town Hall had obtained a grant for replacement
windows and requested that the Town Council write a letter in support of the work
being undertaken.
Cllr Roberts reported that she had attended a recent meeting of the Hambleton
Branch of Yorkshire Local Councils Associations.
Cllr Watson thanked everyone who had attended the Magna Carta presentation
event on 5 March on Castlegarth.
Cllr Watson reported that Thirsk Tourist Information was organising a series of walks
and it was hoped that these could take place on a monthly basis.
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C397 On-Going Items
Nothing to report.
The meeting closed at 8.25 pm.
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